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philosophic principles. The men chosen as types are Du Bois Reymond, 
Helmholtz, and Darwin. Du Bois Reymond is chosen as the representative 
of mechanism, Helmholtz of modified sensationalism, and Darwin of 
evolutionism. 

For Du Bois Reymond, the universe is to be explained in terms of physical 
laws. Force, matter, and their relations are what we know, and the problem 
for man is to discover and formulute the laws that determine them. We 
can have no knowledge of the fundamental nature of the principles. To all 
questions of that kind we must return the one answer, ignorabimus. Pro- 
fessor De Sarlo criticizes this view on the ground that it is as easy to ac- 
quire knowledge concerning these problems as of scientific truths. Human 
reason is the main reliance in both fields. To deny it validity is to deny 
validity to scientific truths. If we are willing to trust it in reference to the 
teachings of science we should abide by its conclusions in respect to the 
more fundamental problems as well. 

Helmholtz is in advance of Du Bois Reymond in that he endeavors to 
find an explanation of experience, but wrong in so far as he insists that the 
principles of explanation are to be found within experience itself. For this 
reason his theory of space is a failure, for space must involve a priori as 
well as sensational elements if it is to be intelligible, and space is intel- 
ligible. Experience in general requires for its elaboration laws and logical 
presuppositions, without which it would be inconceivable, and these laws 
cannot be given in experience itself. They are the contribution of the 
human reason. 

In much the same way, although not so specifically, nor at so great length, 
it is urged that Darwin' s work constantly implies more fundamental principles 
than those which he takes into account. Evolution raises the problem of 
purpose, and progress of time, and thus the purely scientific treatment of 
the biological problem leads on to a discussion of principles which Darwin 
omits to consider and which can only be settled rationally, by philosophy. 

The volume contains a long appendix in which the modern Italian repre- 
sentatives of positivism, Ardigo, Rosmini, and others are discussed at some 
length entirely in the spirit of the earlier part of the work. The treatise as 
a whole is a criticism of the modern scientific standpoint in the spirit of 
Kant. One feels that the knowledge of more modern men which the 
author's citations show that he possesses in no small measure has not ap- 
preciably modified his point of view. The work has all the advantages and 
disadvantages of that standpoint. W. B. Pillsbury. 

University of Michigan. 

Shakespeare, Voltaire, e Alfieri, e la tragedia di Cesare. Parte Prima. 

Per Luigi de Rosa. Camerino, Tipografia Savini, 1900. — pp. xiv, 

389- 

This book belongs to a class of essays, at once literary and philosophical, 
wherein Italian writers do excellent work, and of which the motto prefixed 
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to the present volume, Le critique est le naturaliste de V ame, suffi- 
ciently indicates the scope. It is difficult to say anything of Shakespeare 
which shall sound fresh to English ears, but the comparison here drawn 
between the tendencies of which Voltaire and Alfieri respectively were the 
mouthpieces and the more objective outlook of Shakespeare, due at once 
to his extraordinary personality, the racial qualities he represented, and the 
spirit of his time, is strongly and clearly drawn. There is a full and valu- 
able discussion of Voltaire's attitude toward Shakespeare, and of the in- 
fluence of the former upon the development of the French drama, and 
there is a briefer, but not less interesting account of the art of Alfieri, 
and of the movements of which it was the outcome and the expression. 

E. Ritchie. 

Euinjhrung in die Philosophie. Eine Uebersicht der Grundprobleme der 
Philosophic und ihrer Lbsungsversuche. Von Rudolf Eisler. Leip- 
zig, Verlag von Siegbert Schnurpfeil, 1900. — pp. 160. 
The purpose of this little book, which is satisfactorily carried out, is to 
acquaint the educated public with the problems of philosophy and the at- 
tempts which have been made to solve them, and to point out the direction 
in which the solutions seem to lie. Four great problems are considered : 
(1) The epistemological problem, under which head are discussed the 
problem of the origin (rationalism, empiricism, criticism), and the problem 
of the object of knowledge (realism, idealism, ideal-realism) ; (2) the prob- 
lem of being (dualism, monism) ; (3) the cosmological problem (pluralism, 
henism (pantheism), mechanism, and teleology) ; (4) the problem of worth 
(ethics). The author's standpoint agrees largely with Wundt's and 
Paulsen's. 

Frank Thilly. 
University of Missouri. 

Grundlagen der Erkenntnisstheorie. Von Rudolf Eisler. Leipzig, Ver- 
lag von Siegbert Schnurpfeil, 1900. — pp. viii, 173. 

This is a clear and brief introduction to the theory of knowledge, in- 
tended for readers who find it impossible to make a more comprehensive 
study of the subject. The book discusses the following topics : The nature 
and method of epistemology ; consciousness and being ; knowledge ; the 
categories as conditions of knowledge ; belief. According to the author 
epistemology is the science whose function it is to become fully conscious 
of the nature and import of knowledge and the known objects. It is psy- 
chology in so far as it describes the functions of the process of knowledge 
and seeks to explain the fundamental forms of knowledge genetically. It 
is criticism in so far as it examines the nature of knowledge with reference 
to its validity and limits. The conclusion is reached that our knowledge 
of things is relative. "Absolute knowledge takes place only in self-con- 
sciousness, where we immediately apprehend ourselves as what we are, 



